MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE RAM (GRAMPIAN) ATHLETICSPRIVATE 
 LEAGUE

held on Zoom on Sunday, October 30th, 2022 at 1pm
Present: 
Winston Webber
President and Joint East Secretary (Arbroath & District


AC)

Andy Dobbie
Secretary (Aberdeen AAC)


Nick Stone
Joint East Secretary (Nairn AAAC)


Scott Hamilton
North Secretary (Elgin AAC)

Teresa Hood
Treasurer (Peterhead AAC)

Linda Dobbie
Records Secretary (Aberdeen AAC)


Mark Davidson
Aberdeen AAC


Fiona Davidson
Aberdeen AAC


Anne Webber
Arbroath & District AC


Hugh McGarvey
Banchory Stonehaven AC


Malcolm Clasper
Caithness AAC


Debbie Letham
Dundee Hawkhill Harriers


Dave Bryan
East Sutherland AC 

Elspeth Wallace
Fife AC


Dianne Chisholm
Inverness Harriers  

James Treasurer
Lochaber AC  

Colin Christie
Montrose & District AC


Kenneth North
North Uist AC and Stornoway RAC


Carolyn Rattray
Moray Road Runners


Susan Sutherland
Nairn AAAAC (part time)

Nicola McDonald
Ellon AAC


Mary Milne
Peterhead AAC

Gail Greenwood
Perth Strathtay Harriers (part time)

Denis Shepherd
Minutes Secretary (Aberdeen AAC)

Winston Webber welcomed all those attending.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies had been received from Ross County AC.
2.
MINUTES OF 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


a) Approval of Minutes: In Item 8(b) it was agreed to insert the word “non-counting” before “demonstration.” The minutes were then approved (proposed by President, seconded by Secretary).


b) Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising

3.        SECRETARY’S REPORT


Andy Dobbie delivered his report as follows:
Hi everybody, I welcome you all to the League’s AGM 2022.

I have been doing this job since the 2019 AGM and I must admit I have enjoyed doing it. I have been guided along by Anne and Winston Webber and Mark Davidson who have kept me on the right tracks. Between us we have managed to get the meetings and duties done here in the East. Scott Hamilton is at present the North secretary. and with a few ‘teething’ problems with the dos and don’ts I think things finally went well. As for the East I don’t know what has happened there!! We never got a secretary to cover the minor duties involved. So I ask them this coming year to supply one and I (if I’m still League Secretary) will help as required.

I would like to take the opportunity of welcoming Stornoway and North Uist into the League in the North. Unfortunately, Orkney did not follow up their request to join.  

This year has been quite a successful year as it felt as if we were just starting out again. I thank Mark Davidson and his team here in the East for the tremendous work they have put in with the results and all the paperwork. I presume the North had a team and all appeared to go well up there too.

Sponsorship!! I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our chairman for gaining our sponsorship from RAM. As for 2023, I don’t know how we stand as nothing has been secured as yet. Who knows what 2023 will bring!
With the Facebook page as well as our web site we have been able hopefully to keep all the clubs up to date. Please feel free to use Facebook and any sensible comments will be looked at and discussed and passed on where required.

I wish the League all the best for 2023.
4.        TREASURER’S REPORT

Statement of accounts: Teresa Hood had circulated a statement which showed an opening balance of £22,584.35, income of £10,425.00, expenditure of £8,606.32 and a closing balance of £24,404.03. It was noted that all banking was now done by internet. Everything had gone smoothly with only one club paying a late fee. It was also noted track hire at Inverness had increased.
It was proposed by Inverness, seconded by Arbroath, that the accounts be accepted and this was agreed unanimously. 
5.         RECORDS SECRETARY’S REPORT

Linda Dobbie had distributed lists of records and reported quite a few during the season. Certificates would be sent out in due course. It was proposed by the Records Secretary, seconded by Arbroath, that these be accepted.
It was agreed that these records be used for this meeting to decide the merit medal winners for 2022. These were agreed unanimously as follows:

Male track – Liam Suttie (Aberdeen AAC) for his 10.89 sec. 100m at the senior final. 

Female track – Elgin AAC U15 team for their 51.57 sec. 4x100m at the U15 final. 

Male field – Murray Taylor (Inverness Harriers) for his 1.56m high jump at the U13 final. 
Female field – Leona Fernandes (Inverness Harriers) for her 45.34m hammer on 5th June. 

After discussion it was agreed that the girls’ relay team would receive one medal each this time, but that plates would be awarded again in future if the missing North ones turned up.
6.       ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2023
Office bearers were elected as follows:
a)
Chairman: Winston Webber (Arbroath) was proposed by the Secretary, seconded by Dundee Hawkhill and unanimously elected.

b)
Secretary: Andy Dobbie (Aberdeen) was proposed by Montrose, seconded by Arbroath and unanimously elected. 
c)
Treasurer: Teresa Hood (Peterhead) was proposed by Montrose, seconded by the Secretary and unanimously elected. 

d)
North Section Secretary: Scott Hamilton (Elgin) was proposed by Inverness, seconded by Lochaber and unanimously elected.


 e)
East Section Secretary: Winston and Anne Webber (Arbroath) were jointly proposed by the Secretary, seconded by Peterhead and unanimously elected. Colin Christie (Montrose) was also nominated but declined.


 f)
League Records Secretary: Linda Dobbie was proposed by Arbroath, seconded by       the Secretary and unanimously elected. 
7.
Dates, Venues and Convening Clubs FOR 2023

The dates had been decided by Scottish Athletics and the following tracks (subject to availability) and hosts were agreed. The North section would be left to organise their own hosts.

23 April: (Sun.) East at Dundee (Dundee Hawkhill)
North at Inverness 


20 May: (Sat.) East at Aberdeen (Aberdeen AAC)
North at Inverness

11 Jun:  (Sun.) East at Dundee (hosts TBC)

North at Inverness 


27 Aug   (Sun.) Final at Aberdeen (Aberdeen AAC)
Fife AC volunteered to provide officials’ teas as required.
8.
POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

a) 2023 League fees: There was some discussion about the fees because sponsorship for 2023 was still unconfirmed. Some clubs initially suggested the fees remain the same while there was also a suggestion that the fees should include cost of officials’ teas with the clubs providing teas being reimbursed by the League. This was deemed to be too complicated as the East and North had different arrangements for teas. Eventually the Secretary proposed fees be increased from £275 to £300 to allow for increases in stadium hire.  This was seconded by Dundee Hawkhill and unanimously agreed.
b) Trophies: It was noted that both North section team trophies were unaccounted for because a previous secretary had not kept records of their whereabouts. It was suggested Ross County might be the last winners of the male trophy. Inverness Harriers undertook to investigate.
c) League Structure and Programme: The Secretary proposed removing senior men’s and women’s events from the final but this was not seconded as some clubs were against this. However, it was unanimously agreed that the pole vault be removed from the entire 2023 programme. This would be reviewed year by year, along with any other events that did not attract many serious competitors, e.g. 3000m. It was agreed to continue with the non-counting mixed relays. 
North Uist and Stornoway requested that the timetable be brought forward by an hour as this would reduce their travel costs. It was agreed the North section would fix their own times (within a 5-hour window). The Secretary would book the stadium from 11am to 5pm provisionally and this would be adjusted when the timings were known. The East section would also bring forward their times and stadia would be booked from 11am to 4pm.
9.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

a) Results: Denis Shepherd asked that implement weights be included in all throws results as Power of 10 sometimes made false assumptions. This was agreed.
10.  
THANKS AND CLOSE OF MEETING

Winston Webber thanked everyone for their attendance and assistance, and Andy Dobbie announced that the 2023 AGM would be held on 5th November. The meeting closed at 2.50pm.
